MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 21ST OCTOBER 2013 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present; Cllr’s Brian Thomas, Sheena Duller, Nick McNally, Gwyneth Davies, Christian Pateman, Andra Jones, Eifion Smith, Ifan Jones Evans and Cllr Ifan Davies.

Also present was PCSO John Evans who was attending for the first time. 

The Chairman Cllr Brian Thomas welcomed PCSO Evans to the meeting.

Also present were three members of the public, Mrs Amanda Williams, Mrs Helena Taylor and Mrs Cheryl Kelly. The chairman welcomed them to the meeting and asked them if they would prefer to deal with their concerns regarding the firing range on the common land/open access area above Ysbyty Ystwyth, before proceeding to other matters, to which they agreed. 

Mrs Taylor asked the Community Council what they intended to do about WMS Firearms Training who have recently opened up a firing range on land owned by the Trawscoed Estate, next to a restricted by-way and public footpaths. Mrs Taylor said that she had gone for a walk on this land and had to turn back because of the shooting that was going on and that no one had seen her. 
Mrs Williams has land bordering this firing range and also grazing rights on the common land/open access area. WMS are going over her land and land owned by other local farmers, Cllr Jones Evans included, which is a restricted by-way, to access the firing range, and she feels uneasy about tending her stock when live ammunition is being fired around her. She is also unhappy with WMS for not contacting all the farmers who have grazing rights telling them of their business. 

They would like to know if WMS have the right to use the restricted by-way for access and also do the shooting rights they are using cover commercial shooting. 

Cllr Mc Nally would also like to know what kind of insurance this company have because they are shooting over public rights of way.

The clerk informed the meeting that this matter had been brought up in the September meeting and since then had made some enquiries with Ceredigion County Council’s rights of way officers. He was told that the land in question is owned by Lord Lisburne and managed by the Trawscoed estate and that they have agreed a lease with WMS Firearms Training to use this land to run their business. Also there is no law stating you must not shoot a firearm or shotgun across a public footpath or restricted by-way. The clerk explained the concerns of the community council and nearby landowners and walkers as to the sighting of some of the targets, very close to the footpaths and near the brow of the mounds of earth. Mr Eifion Jones, rights of way officer told the clerk that he would send the council’s ranger to visit the site.

Reporting back after a site visit to the firing range, the ranger Mr Tom Doice said that he had met with Mr Andrew Venables of WMS, voiced his concerns about the location of some of the targets and asked if they could be relocate, to which Mr Venables agreed. Once this was noted Mr Doice reported that he had no other concerns about the firing range.
Following this the clerk and Cllr Pateman went to visit the site and found Mr Venables on site with clients shooting at the targets. He introduced himself and told us we were more than welcome to observe the training. The targets that were causing concern had been relocated to a safer area. 

Cllr Ifan Davies is trying to arrange a meeting with Mr Venables, Mr Mike Lewis, manager of the Trawscoed estate and the community council, but finding a date to suit all is proving difficult at present. Cllr Davies also advised the graziers to contact the Farmers Union with regard to animal welfare at this location. Hopefully these meetings will have been by the next community council meeting and all will report back.
Cllr Davies also asked if PCSO Evans could get some information from the firearms officer of Dyfed-Powys police.

The Chairman said that there was no point in talking further about this matter until a meeting had been held between the above mentioned parties and more information gathered, and thanked all for their views and concerns.
Minutes of the last meeting were passed as a true record by Cllr Sheena Duller and seconded by Cllr Gwyneth Davies. There was one minute that needed amending; it was Cllr Nick McNally not Cllr Sheena Duller who reported on Mrs Gill Ogden’s request.
Matters Arising

20mph speed limit request;

Cllr Ifan Davies passed on the request for a 20mph speed limit or weight restriction through Ysbyty Ystwyth to the traffic section of Ceredigion County Council. A reply was sent to Mrs Ogden from Mr Sion Harris turning down the request, Mrs Ogden was not happy with the answer.

Planning;

Cllr Ifan Davies asked if Mr Byron Jenkins could attend a meeting to discuss his proposal to change the planning on the plot in Ysbyty Ystwyth next to the affordable houses. Originally the plot was allocated for a dorma bungalow but due to the other dorma being sited to close to the affordables, Mr Jenkins is asking to change the plans to build another two affordables instead. Cllr’s would be prepared to meet Mr Jenkins.
Community Website;

An invoice was received from Pentir Pumlumon for hosting the community website. Cllr Andra Jones is the administrator to this website and has been unable to update it for a couple of years. She has contacted the host Mr Richard Wooton, of the website but had no reply. This was relayed to Mr Wynne jones of Pentir Pumlumon who said that he had made enquiries with the host who claimed no contact had been made. It was agreed to pay the £30.00 fee this time. Cllr Jones and the clerk will also set up the community councils own web site.

Correspondence;

Donations;
Letters requesting donations were received from Canolfan Bobath, RABI Ceredigion and the National Eisteddfod of Wales.

Audit; the Annual audit for 2012-3 has been passed by BDO Audit. The fee is £108.00.

There was no other business, the clerk will inform the councillors of development regarding the firing range, but the next meeting will be on Monday 18th November 

